[Preventive effect of captopril on the development of genetic hypertension in SHR rats (author's transl)].
Captopril, an inhibitor of the angiotensin-converting enzyme, is very effective in preventing the development of genetic hypertension in SHR rats. This effect results from early, overall lowering of local vascular resistances and, consequently, suppression of the age-related increase in total peripheral resistance. Contrary to that of dihydralazine and atenolol, it persists for up to 12 weeks after the drug is discontinued. Captopril may act by inhibiting the angiotensin-converting enzyme present in the vascular wall, with subsequent temporary arrest of the vascular lesions associated with progressive genetic hypertension.